
Caudill facts for HIS parents: 
 

 The Rebecca Caudill Young Readers Book 
Award is for Illinois students grades 4-8. 

 It is a Childrens’ Choice Award, meaning only 
kids get to select a winning book each year 
from the nominated titles. 

 See www.rcyrba.org for 2016 title list, more 
information and resources 

When – 

 Books are introduced to the students through a multi-media presentation 
by Mrs. Brandt in mid-September. 

 To participate, students must read a minimum of three titles by the end of 
February.  Voting will be conducted at HIS the last week of February. 

How - 

 This is VOLUNTARY.  Your child is certainly not required to participate. 

 Students may read the books themselves 
OR they may listen to the books via read aloud or via audiobook 

 Many of the teachers read some of these titles aloud to aid and encourage 
the students to participate. 

 Books are available from the HIS library, the Fossil Ridge bookmobile, 
and the Limestone Township Public Library.  Please take advantage of the 
public library’s websites and the ability to place holds or interlibrary loan 
the books!   

 There are 20 nominees annually – only 15 are part of the HIS Challenge 
o Students need to read 13 of the 15 for this year’s challenge. 
o Some titles require higher reading abilities than others. 
o On years when subject matter of an individual title is too mature 

for most 4th graders I choose to exclude it. 
o The five titles that will not be part of the Caudill Challenge due to 

difficulty this year are:  
Cinder  

Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 25  

A Monster Calls  

The President Has Been Shot  

See You at Harry's  

Why- 
Students are invited and encouraged to participate because:  

 the titles are usually very well written  

 on a variety of subjects 

 at a variety of reading levels 4-8 

http://www.rcyrba.org/


 Reading Caudill titles helps build reading ability, confidence and interest in 
reading.  

 
Reading Counts tests - 

 Students must pass a quiz to prove they read the book.  This is for 
accountability, an important character trait! 

 There are three opportunities to pass. 

 Tests are multiple choice. 

 We want the test to be a positive part of the experience, and we will help 
students be successful if they make us aware of difficulties. 

 If they truly read the whole book, they will pass these tests! 

 The tests DO help young readers build comprehension!  So if it is tough at 
first, encourage your child to keep trying. 

 
Rewards for Fourth Graders-  
In addition to the reward of reading great books and the fun of participating, there 
are some tangible rewards offered to the 4th grade students at HIS who choose to 
participate: 

 Any class who has 100% eligible to vote will be rewarded. 
Caudill Challenge  

 Any student who reads 13 of this year’s 15 Caudill Challenge titles is 
treated to a pizza party off campus in May.  

 
Editorial note from Mrs. Brandt: 

I encourage parents of 4th graders to read the books with or to their child.  
YOU will enjoy many of the books, and if there are any issues you consider 
sensitive in the book it will give you the opportunity to discuss your family’s values 
with your child. 

Fourth grade is a pivotal year in reading.  Students are transitioning into 
longer chapter books and they will need encouragement and support.   Books are 
now novels in a variety of genres on a wide variety of topics.  It is a big world, and 
books are a safe way to begin exploring.   

I am a believer in the power of childrens’ choice awards.  I serve on the 
Illinois state steering committee for the Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book 
Award.  I have made presentations representing Herscher and the Caudill award 
around the state.  Please let me know if you have concerns or questions! 
 
Happy Reading! 
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